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Pittsford Crew Newsletter                    June 2 005 



PITTSFORD CREW 
WEB PAGE: 

www.pittsfordcrew.org 
 

Pittsford Crew's Web Page has the latest infor-
mation about our programs, profile of our 
coaches, registration and waiver forms, regatta 
results and pictures, current calendar of events, 
order forms for fan wear and much more!!  If 
you have suggestions or pictures and info you'd 
like posted, you may contact the webmaster, 
Pete Davison, through the site. 
 

Pittsford Crew Information Line 

234 - 7463 
Pittsford Crew has a  phone line that is specifi-
cally for giving information to the community.  
This phone line is updated weekly with practice 
schedules and upcoming regatta information.  
This line will also be used when we are traveling 
out of town to regattas, as a source to dissemi-
nate information on arrival time home.   

 

Boathouse Number 

381 - 9560 
The boathouse phone number can be used to 
contact someone at the boathouse during prac-
tice time, or to leave a message for a coach or 
the Boathouse Master. 
 

Pittsford Crew News 
Updated, current information will be sent peri-
odically via email.  If you have not received a 
notice, please contact Scott and Cindy Wilson 
at swilson5@rochester.rr.com 

 

"Catch This" Newsletter  
The Pittsford Crew newsletter is to help commu-
nicate information for athletes, coaches, par-
ents, and members of the board.  You are wel-
come to contribute and make suggestions.  
Please feel free to contact Julie & Jeff Steele at 
381-0780 or jsteele5@rochester.rr.com 
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�  ransitions… 

This edition of Catch This follows one tragic and 
two sad events.  The untimely passing of Scott Laio, 
the retirement of Dick Weinberger, and Rick and Ceil 
Feins moving away. 
 
However,  Pittsford Crew will move on with new offi-
cers and staff members as noted in subsequent pages. 

 
 
 

In an abbreviated season, Pittsford 
Crew participated in 3 regattas:  The  
State Championships in Saratoga,  the 
Syracuse Chargers Invitational and the 
Pittsford Regatta.  In addition, several 
boats competed in the National Championships in Cin-
cinnati. 
 
State Championships in Saratoga 
First and Second Place Results 
 
Jamie Spoto, Kate Harney, Bethany Scinta, Becky 
Kant, Jess Bartos—gold 
 
Liz Clark, Renee Perry, Kristen Gaudion, Caitlin 
Holtz, Allison Patchen—gold 
 
David Lippman, Jake Tripani, Andrew Lennox, Jason 
Whitney, Matt Davison, Ben Burruto, Tim Hucko, Jon 
Zaffer, Mike Cianca - gold 
 
Max Waldt, Andre Tribone, David Miller, Alex 
Koenig, Kelsey Soeth - silver 
 
Matt VanVoorhis, Will Shiel, Henrik Rummel, Ben 
French, Jeff Parvin, Nate Hurtt, Garrett Jeffries, Ben 
Struble and Clare Lyons - silver 
 
 

 
 

Regatta Results 
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Regatta Results—Continued 
Syracuse Chargers Invitational 
First and Second Place Results 
 
David Lippman, Kevin Steele, Devin Stark, Ben Burruto, Scott 
Wallace, Jon Zaffer, Aaron Ingerick, Matt Davison, Mike Cianca - silver 
Andy Ward, Andrew Lennox, Brian Studwell, Alex Weiner, Greg Ferris—bronze 
Jamie Spoto, Kate Harney, Bethany Scinta, Becky Kant, Jess Bartos - gold 
Matt VanVoorhis, Will Shiel, Henrik Rummel, Ben French, Jeff Parvin, Nate Hurtt, Garrett Jeffries, 
Ben Struble and Clare Lyons - silver 
Jamie Studwell, Meg Jeffries, Samantha Barrett, Emily Eiffert, Emily Hessney, Danielle Ingerick, 
Margo Spoto, Emma Striegel, and MacKenzie Teren—bronze 
 
Pittsford Regatta 
Boys Team Award—The Town of Pittsford Trophy—Brighton 
Girls Team Award— Village of Pittsford Cup—Fairport 
Overall Team Award—The Erie Canal Cup—Fairport and Shenendehowa 
 
All Pittsford Crew Participants: 
 
Novice Girls 
 
Taylor Rubiano, Neha Sanyal, Jamie Studwell, Margo Spoto, Meg Jeffries Elizabeth Jerabeck, Meg 
Jeffries,  Danielle Ingerick, Samanth Barrett, Chelsea McNamera, Emily Hessney, Emily Eiffert, 
Hannah Driscoll, Emma Striegel, Sarah Bolz, MacKenzie Teren, Rachael Hamann, Carly Catalana, 
Mary Herbert, Stephanie Kiesow, Chelsea McNamera, Liz Marinni and Taylor Moonan 
 
Novice Boys 
 
Rajiv Raghavan, August Lorwood, Brendan Mutton, Scott Longwell, Mike Davenport, Chris Cis-
trone, Randy Meyer, Mike Cianca, Seth Brophy, Ben Judge, Ben Bussawitz, Brian Klotz, Pawel Za-
mulinski and Paula Bremel 
 
Varsity Boys 
 
Ben French, Andrew Lennox, David Lippman, Henrik Rummel, Jon Zaffer, Tim Hucko, 
Will Shiel, Scott Wallace, Devin Stark, Matt VanVoorhis, Kevin Steele, Jason Whitney, Jeff Parvin, 
Matt Davison, Max Waldt, Nate Hurtt, Ben Burruto, Alex Koenig, Garrett Jeffries, Aaron Ingerick, 
David Miller, Ben Struble, Eric Weiner, Andrew Tribone, Clare Lyons, Mike Cianca, Julie Mariuz, 
Andy Ward, Brian Studwell, Mike Laio, Alex Weiner, Greg Ferris and Kelsey Soeth 
 
Varsity Girls 
 
Jamie Spoto, Isabelle Bevier, Liz Clark, Kate Harney, Caroline Kirby, Renee Perry, Bethany Scinta, 
Alyson Mitchner, Kristen Klein, Becky Kant, Abbey Stuckless, Natalie Yon-Ericsson, Samantha 
Howson, Lauren Stummer, Preshita Date, Tasha Weidenborner, Erin Nightingale, Shannon Ferrell, 
Pam Soeth, Sarah Girouard, Kristen Gaudion, Katie Joseph, Emily Gage, Molly Harris, Fiona Ad-
ams, Alice Sweitzer, Corrie Levine, Molly Rutledge, Allene Meeza, Kristen Mendick,  Julia Yeager, 
Caitlin Holtz, Jess Bartos, Kelsey Soeth, and Allison Patchen 



 
Coaches Corner 

 
For the Varsity Girls and Boys…. 
Congratulations to all graduating seniors.  I hope your rowing experiences will help you persevere through challenging 
times, where, and whenever you may encounter them.  Best of luck in all your endeavors! 

I hope everyone has learned that attending practice and working hard is the avenue to success, but there are no guarantees 
on race day!  All I have ever asked is that you give me your best mental and physical effort every day, so that your races 
will seem easier by comparison.  I think our results at States were phenomenal considering it was our first race of the sea-
son and our water time was limited; 6 of 7 entries made finals; the girls 4+, lwt girls 4+, and boys 2nd 8 won gold; our 
boys 8 and lwt 4+ won silver.  The girls 4+ had the fastest winning time of all the fours racing, including the Scholastic 
Division.  The two winning girls' fours and the boy's 8 (despite being 2nd) were invited to the Junior National Champion-
ships in Cincinnati.  A remarkable beginning! 

I had hoped we would be able to build on our successes at Syracuse, but scheduling difficulties for some, coupled with 
always tough competition conspired to temper my expectations.  However, the girls 4+ won their race handily and every-
one else increased their time on the racecourse dramatically. There is  nothing like racing to show you where you stand 
and how much harder you have to work. 

I was eager for an outstanding show at the Pittsford Regatta.  I had high expectations for some challenging races and 
Pittsford triumphs.  I thought all our boats rowed with great determination and effort, but the competition wasn't content 
to be just gracious guests.  Many races were very, very close and I was proud of the tenacity exhibited by all our crews in 
the hot weather.  We were second in many races and with a little more water time, I believe we could have grabbed a few 
more golds.  Kudos again to the girls 4+ of Jaimie Spoto, Kate Harney, Bethany Scianta, Becky Kant and Jess Bartos for 
a hard fought victory. 

Junior Youth Nationals is a very challenging regatta.  The Best of the Best come to Cincinnati from all over the United 
States.  It was obvious from the outset that the competition would be fierce.  Everyone got to race three times over the 
2000-meter course.  It was a great experience for all and showed that with more water time we were still getting faster 
and improving.  I told everyone that with another month of rowing I know we could compete in the Finals and challenge 
for medals.  The boys 8 can claim they were 14th best in the nation this Spring, the girls lwt 4+ was 13th, and the girls 4+ 
was 10th.  I hope the effort expended by this group will inspire everyone to set higher goals and commit himself or her-
self to greater success in the future. 

Have a great summer and get stronger. 

Dick Yochum 

 
For the Varsity Girls and Boys…. 
 
Congratulations on the completion of a challenging spring season.  We won some and we lost some (plenty of seconds 
which isn’t bad at all).  I am very proud of all of you for working hard and having great determination to do well.  I 
watched most of you for your final race at the Pittsford Regatta and your faces showed the effort you were exerting dur-
ing that last 500 meters of the race.  That’s all we can ask of our athletes. 
 
Good luck to the graduating seniors.  I hope that rowing over the last four years has helped to give you a foundation of 
hard work that will pay off during your future undertakings.  Please come back and visit.  You will be missed! 
 
For those of you who will be returning in the fall, stay in shape with aerobic and strength training.  There is still time to 
enroll in the recreational rowing this summer.  It is meant to be fun and give rowers the opportunity to stay fit.   
 
Have a fun summer and stay fit. 
 
Barb Kindig 
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For the Novice Boys…. 
 
The novice boys had some change ups to deal with the last few seasons but I was 
impressed to see that they handled each one with ease and a laid back attitude.  Since I joined 
the boys in the spring I wasn’t able to see them in the fall when most of the learning and strug-
gling really takes place.  Seeing a group in a boat for the first time is always a funny and crazy 
sight and something I’m sorry I missed.  During the winter season they worked out with the 
varsity team and really got to see what being on this team is all about.  It was an experience I 
think they all appreciated.  So when I showed up in March the novice boys were ready and 
waiting to get the spring sprint season under way! We started with a small group but with the 
help of our McQuaid friends we were able to get an eight and a four together when everyone 
was there.  We worked on not just fixing our own technique but rowing together as a boat.  
They learned that it is just as important to row well on the last piece of the day as it is on the 
first.  Overall the group worked hard, got along great and I couldn’t have asked for a better 
group of guys!  Although I joke that I see signs of my first gray hairs because of them, I had a 
blast and I hope they did too! I have always enjoyed being a part of Pittsford Crew and this sea-
son was no exception.  Good luck boys moving up to varsity.  Work Hard and Have Fun! 
 
-Sherry 
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Introducing…. Sherry Coronas 
 
Sherry Coronas joined Pittsford Crew this spring as a coach for the novice boys.  She is one of 
the original members of Pittsford Crew and was a coxswain from 1997-1999.  At Holy Cross 
College Sherry was a coxswain for the women’s team from 1999-2003.  It has been a pleasure 
to have her back and working with us! 



Dick Weinberger (who has referred to himself as the  Dick-tator) has been a coach 
of Pittsford Crew for six years, since the beginnin g of the club.  This year has been 
Dick’s last and he will be retiring to Florida.  We  wish Dick and his wife, Sheila, all 
the best and thank Dick for his many contributions to Pittsford Crew. 
 
For the Novice Girls….  
 
Every year I get the challenge of a lifetime when 20 or 30 young ladies attend the first Novice 
Girls practice. Every year it is the same, giggly, motor mouth girls. Most of the time I can over-
come the situation of every one talking at once, but this year has been the greatest challenge of 
my coaching years on the Pittsford Crew. I hope I was able to teach them the basics of rowing 
and give them a good foundation for their future rowing careers. It was not easy but we suc-
ceeded (I think). 
 
To the girls of the novice team, I hope you all will continue rowing during your high school 
years and continue when you go to college. The discipline and experience that you get will con-
tinue through your entire life. The friendships that you make will never be forgotten. 
 
To the parents I can only thank you for the support you gave to your daughters. Getting them to 
practice on time has been a challenge but you made it most of the time.  You understood the 
problems we had and were a great help in solving them. Paul Eiffert you are the greatest. With-
out your help every day I would not have been able to give the girls all of the attention they 
needed. I cannot thank you enough. 
 
To Dr. Frank Peale, I do not know how to thank you for your help and assistance for all of these 
years. You were always there to help and coach the girls on an individual basis. It was that little 
extra that made an average rower a great one. A GREAT BIG THANKS TO YOU FRANK.  
 
As some of you know this was my last year of coaching. After fifty-three years of rowing, 
coaching and just associated with crew, I will be retiring on a full time basis. I will be sailing in 
southern waters and living in Florida for all of the winter months. It would not be fair to the 
girls to have me coach fall practice, miss all of winter and half of spring, and then come back to 
coach the balance of the year’s practice. When I am around I am sure I will be available to help 
out if I am needed. 
 
I have enjoyed the past six years at Pittsford Crew.  I am sure I will remember all of the girls I 
coached, and all of the parents I have made friends with. Thank you all for the support you have 
given me.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dick Weinberger 
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Dr. Marsden Fox—Dr. Marsden E. Fox was 
instrumental in raising the funds to build the 
William Warren boathouse in the early days 
of Pittsford Crew.  At the End of Year Picnic 
it was, with great gratitude, that Pittsford 
Crew named its newest boat, the Marsden E. 
Fox after Dr. Fox in recognition to his many 
contributions and the fact that Pittsford Crew 
would not have its boathouse today without 
the efforts of Dr. Fox and others. 
 
Tom Murphy —Friend of the Year  At the 
picnic Tom Murphy was introduced as 
2005’s Friend of the Year by Pittsford Crew.  
Tom is the Sports Editor of the Brighton-
Pittsford Post and has been a friend and sup-
porter of Pittsford Crew since the beginning 
of the club.   
 
Graduating Seniors—At the picnic 29 
graduating seniors were recognized.  They 
are listed, by name, later in this newsletter.   
 
Rick and Ceil Feins—  It was announced at 
the picnic that Rick and Ceil Feins will be 
leaving Pittsford for North Carolina in July.  
Rick and Ceil were recognized as the Foun-
ders of Pittsford Crew.  More details on Rick 
and Ceil are included, later, in this newslet-
ter. 
 
Claire Coffey—Claire Coffey was introduced 
as the new Executive Director of Pittsford 
Crew.  Details on Claire’s background are given 
in this newsletter. 
 
Jon Zaffer—Boatman of the Year   Jon Zaffer 
was awarded the Boatman of the Year for 2005 
by Brad Sayer, our Boathouse Master.  Each 
Year Brad selects the team member who does 
the most to take care of our valuable equipment.  
Congratulations, Jon. 
 



Graduating Seniors 
Each year Pittsford Crew says goodbye to its High School Seniors.  Many go on to college rowing, and several 
are welcomed back, each year, to help with the annual Pittsford Regatta.  In all cases we wish our graduating 
seniors well and hope that they found their time with Pittsford Crew an experience they will always remember. 
 
     Team Member                                                    College or Future Plans 

 
Jessica Bartos                                                       University of Pennsylvania 
Liz Clark                                                              University of Delaware 
Shannon Farrell                                                    Mercyhurst College 
Kristen Gaudion                                                   Cornell University 
Kate Harney                                                         Dartmouth College 
Molly Harris                                                        St. Bonaventure University 
Caitlin Holtz                                                        Hobart William Smith College 
Samantha Howson                                                McGill University 
Kate Johnson                                                        SUNY Buffalo 
Katie Joseph                                                         Duquesne University 
Renee Perry                                                          Bucknell University 
Youmna Sakr                                                       Cornell University 
Bethany Scinta                                                     University of Puget Sound 
Pam Soeth                                                            Niagara University 
Jamie Spoto                                                          Indiana University 
Tasha Weidenborner                                            U.S. Marine Corps 
Ashley Wellbrock                                                 SUNY Albany 
Ethan Hamlin                                                       University of Virginia 
Tim Hucko                                                           Mercyhurst College 
Nate Hurtt                                                            Allegheny College 
Alex Klonick                                                        University of Michigan 
Andrew Lennox                                                   George Washington University 
Kyle Mehalek                                                       Cornell University 
Henrik Rummel                                                    Harvard College 
William Shiel                                                       Clarkson University 
Ben Struble                                                          Syracuse University 
Brian Studwell                                                     Wesleyan University 
Andy Ward                                                          Williams College 
Alex Weiner                                                         U.S. Air Force Academy 
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Pictures of Spring 2005 
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Pictures of Spring 2005 



 
Special Thank You’s –   

Power 10’s  
 
As all rowers know, a “Power 10” is 
when a crew that has been rowing 
hard reaches down deep and pro-
duces extraordinary effort for the  
next 10 strokes. Many times this is 
what powers a crew to victory. The 
“Power 10” part of Catch This  rec-
ognizes individuals, businesses, 
and organizations who also have 
made extraordinary contributions to 
the Pittsford Crew. 
 

Boat Trailer 
Bob Henry  – Pulling the trailer to 
our regattas 
 

Crew Picture 
Joanne VanZandt  - donating the 
crew picture that is now on display 
at the boathouse. 
 
State Regatta at Saratoga  

Suanne Lippman and Sue Wiener 
for organizing this trip as well as to 
our many bus and hotel chaper-
ones. 
 

Pittsford Regatta 
Pittsford Regatta Volunteers – 
There is no job too big or too small 
at the Pittsford Regatta.  This event 
is a great success due to the num-
ber of people who volunteer.  It 
takes many people to work as 
launch drivers, marshals, timers, 
finish line judges, judge refe-
rees, dock master, registration 
workers, hospitality, first aid, t-
shirt sales, garbage collection , 
and the list goes on and on.  
 
We received many compliments 
that this was our best regatta ever. 
The crews from out of town look 
forward to this well run event.  
 

Whether you worked for one hour 
or for two days, we appreciate your 
help.  Pittsford Crew Alumni also 
deserve our thanks for helping out. 
 
Thanks, also, to Chris Lyons for 
his design of the T-Shirt and Ban-
ner. 
 
Special thanks go to John Bowen, 
who organized this event for us 
and to our judge referees, Al Pot-
ter and Dennis Fronheiser.  Their 
commitment to Pittsford Crew is 
outstanding! 
 
Finally Pittsford Crew would like to 
thank the sponsors of this year’s 
Regatta 
 
Friends of Pittsford Rowing     
New York State Canal Corp. 
Pittsford Federal Credit Union  
Town of Pittsford, NY 
Village of Pittsford, NY  
 

Hospitality 
Anne Ferris – a very special thank 
you goes to Anne Ferris.  For the 
past four years Anne has provided 
hospitality to our rowers and their 
families.  Food, beverages and nu-
tritious snacks have been provided 
in both good weather and bad. 
Thanks go to the many parents 

who have shopped, cooked and 
helped to clean-up at these regat-
tas. This has been a major and im-
portant part of both home and 
away regattas.  As Anne retires 
from the Pittsford Crew Board, we 
thank her for a job well done! 
 
Executive Director Search  
Howard Weiner —for chairing the 
Governance Committee of the 
Crew Board in our search for an 
Executive Director and for his will-
ingness to serve as our President 
for 2005-2006. 
 

News  
Suanne Lippman  was awarded 
the PTSA Lifetime Achievement 
award in March in recognition of 
her work for the youth of Pittsford.  
Congratulations, Suanne. 
 
Independent Rowing News 
 
This is an excellent and highly rec-
ommended periodical of interest to 
both rowers and parents.  Past arti-
cles contain information about 
summer camps, news about regat-
tas around the country, guidelines 
for proper off season training, 
health and nutrition, and sports 
medicine. The cost is $40 for 18 
issues. Great gift idea!   
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Digital Edition of Catch This 
 

This digital edition is being distributed in pdf format via e-mail.   
 
Free pdf Adobe Reader software is available from Adobe at www.adobe.com 
or at  http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html On that page (Adobe 
Reader page) click on the “download ” button and follow the instructions from 
there. 
 
After Adobe Acrobat Reader is installed (it is safe) then double  
clicking on any file with a .pdf extension will start the Reader software.   
Check your computer before downloading the Reader software—you may al-
ready have the Adobe Reader software on your computer.   
 

��   ip ip that may help in reading pdf files with Adobe Acrobat Reader is to 
use the zoom commands and buttons at the top of the screen.  Re-
gardless of which version of Reader that you have there are three 

icons that look like parts of pages.  Using these icons, plus the magnifying 
glass icon, and the zoom commands located under “tools” will allow you to 
zoom in on part of a page and zoom back to see the entire page. 
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Pittsford Crew would like to thank the following organizations and individuals who contrib-
uted to this year’s annual appeal. 

Major Sponsors &  
Annual Appeal Donors 

 
Major Sponsors 

New York State Canal Corporation 
Pittsford Federal Credit Union 
Town of Pittsford 
Village Of Pittsford 
 

Benefactor 
Clover Capital Management  
Jean French 
 

Sponsor 
Barry and Jolene Gilbert 
The Gaudion Family Trust 
John and Seana Holtz  
Susan and Mark Parvin  
Cathi and Eric Ward  
 

Patron 
Mr. and Mrs. John Bowen 
Anita Feins 
Rick and Ceil Feins  
David and Anne Ferris  
 

Friends 
Helen Bartos  
Douglas and Anne Catharine Blum 
Robyn and Larry Gage             
Diana and John Garneau  
Catherine and Malcolm Kirby  
Mary and DJ Laio  
James Lippman  
L’Avante Garbe Character       
Mitchell and Wezo Pierson Jr. 
Pittsford Fire Dept. Station 1  
Julie and Jeff Steele  
Julie Sun  
Christopher Williams Insurance Agency  
Michael Yasick           

 
 

Supporters 
Justin Blum  
Louis and Paula Cianca            
Thomas and Kathleen Eckler  
Martha Encherman  
Ann Feins 
Mary Clare and Hugh Hamlin  
Wade and Suanne Lippman 
Guy and Patricia Miller  
Mark and Susan Piper  
Roger Powers Jr. RPS Screen Printing             
Scott Sayer         
Don and Christine Schriber  
Elizabeth Steele            
Dr. Scott Stein DDS, LLC  
Kathryn Valerio 
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Ceil & Rick Feins, Founders of Pittsford Crew 
 
The Feins boys, Jonathan and Eric, were told on many 
occasions that Dad had rowed on the various bodies of 
water that they were passing in their travels.  Over the 
years the boys, especially Eric, became interested in 
rowing and at the Stonehurst regatta he got the idea that 
he would like to start a crew club.  Eric Feins spoke 
with master rowers who agreed to help with coach-
ing. In November 1997 Ceil and Rick got the Suther-
land High principal to let them have in informational 
meeting about rowing.  In January 1998 some 80 kids 
participated in winter practice in the cafeteria 
at Sutherland and rowed in the spring out of a barn on 
Schoen Place in the Village of Pittsford.  Their first 
"regatta" was an exhibition in the village in what was 
then Pittsford Colonial Days.  That exhibition grew 
into, what is now, our spring Pittsford Regatta.    It was 
evident at that time that many Pittsford kids were inter-
ested in the sport, but that additional boats and a much 
larger facility would be needed.  At the time, the current 
site was an overgrown field full of trash.  The idea to build a boathouse was supported by the Town 
of Pittsford and the Erie Canal Corporation.  Through the efforts of Rick and Ceil Feins, the friends 
of William Warren, and the fundraising efforts headed by Dr. Marsden Fox, our current boathouse 
became a reality in 1999. 
 
Always looking to the future growth of rowing, Rick and Ceil envisioned an indoor rowing facility to 
be used for training, especially during the winter months.  Again using many friends and community 
resources, the Pittsford Indoor Rowing Center  (known as the PIRC) was built in the fall of 2003. The 
“tank” system has a unique water flow system that was de-
signed by Bob Ferris, grandfather of Jonathan and Greg Ferris. 
It has been used not only by our local youth rowing clubs, but 
also by many of the neighboring colleges. 
 
Ceil Feins has been responsible for the successful “Learn to 
Row” summer program which has involved many youth not 
only from Pittsford, but also from surrounding communities.  
This has lead to the development of other youth rowing clubs 
in Brighton, Fairport, and at McQuaid High School. 
  
The Feins like to say that Pittsford Crew was started by Eric 
Feins, and it sounds like that is true, but it would not be the 
program it is today with out their efforts of his parents.   
 
The Feins are moving to Chapel Hill, North Carolina where 
Rick has accepted a position as the Head of Thoracic Surgery 
for the University of North Carolina.  They will continue to 
serve on the Board of Directors of Pittsford Crew.  We cannot 
thank them enough for the efforts that they have made on be-
half of youth rowing.   
 
Thank You! 
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On behalf of all the rowers, I want to thank the coaches, the board of directors, and all the parents that 
volunteered during the spring season.  Your encouragement and assistance contributed to our success 
this season.   
 
Once again this season we experienced bad weather that lead to the cancellation of the John Bennett 
Memorial at Westside.  Without a warm-up race, we traveled to Saratoga to participate in the New 
York State Scholastic Regatta.  All the participants should be proud of how well they did.  Three boats 
qualified to travel to Cincinnati for the Junior National Championships.  Quite an accomplishment! 
 
Good weather blessed us for our trip to Syracuse enabling the regatta to stay on schedule and for some 
of the seniors the time to get to their prom that evening.  Pittsford earned medals of all colors, bronze, 
silver and gold!  The Pittsford Regatta was huge success.  The competition was stiff but Pittsford still 
earned 10 second place medals and 1 gold.  This regatta could not have happened without the many 
hours and numbers of volunteers we had.  Thanks to everyone who helped to make it such a memora-
ble regatta. 
 
The summer competition season began June 13th and the recreational rowing begins June 27th.  Learn 
to Row begins soon and the camp is quickly filling up.  We still have openings!! 
 
Now I have to say good luck to the graduates who will soon be moving forward to college or other en-
deavors.  I want to encourage all of you to stop by and say hello.  We are proud of all our alumni and 
do like to keep in touch with them.  If you row for your college, please bring home a banner and sign 
your name on it so that we can hang it on our alumni wall.   
 
It is hard to turn our attention to the fall season but we have started the planning process.  We are hop-
ing to have the rowers participate in two fundraisers this fall so check your e-mail for information.   
 
Again, thanks for everyone’s help this season.  Have a wonderful summer.   
 
Barb Kindig 

MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

    



Board of Directors 
 

Retiring Board Members… 
 
The Friends of Pittsford Rowing would like to acknowledge and thank the following indi-
viduals who are retiring from the Board of Directors after this season.   

DJ and Mary Laio              Dan Hucko    
Don Gaudion                     Tad and Wendy Clark 
Anne Ferris                         Rick Ward 

 
New Board Officers… 
 
The Friends of Pittsford Rowing Board of Directors has elected the following officers for the 
next year. 

President—Howard Weiner 
Vice President—Suanne Lippman 

Treasurer—Wade Lippman 
 
New Board Members… 
 
The Friends of Pittsford Rowing would like to acknowledge the following individuals who 
are joining the Board this summer. 

 Kelly Waldt                          Jon Ingerick 
Lou Cianca                              Jeff Steele 
Sue Parvin                              Guy Miller 

 

Introducing  Claire Coffey—Executive Director 
 
Claire Coffey comes to Pittsford Crew from a rowing family.  Her 
Mom and Dad been involved in rowing for the last 30-35 years; 
they were boat builders and builders of sculling style exercise row-
ing machines. Claire’s Dad won a silver medal in rowing at the 
Montreal Olympics in 1976.  At our recent Pittsford Regatta 
“Coffey 8’s” were rowed.  Claire has rowed for the Phillips Ando-
ver Academy, the United States Naval Academy and Cornell Uni-
versity.  She received her bachelor’s degree from Cornell Univer-
sity.  Currently living in Boston, Claire has agreed to come to 
Rochester to take on the role of Executive Director of Pittsford 
Crew.  She brings incredible enthusiasm for the sport and 
an attitude that we hope will energize the young people of Pittsford 
Crew.   
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Pittsford Crew 
Friends of Pittsford Rowing, Inc. 
www.pittsfordcrew.org 
 

 

 

Intramural Program – July 27- August 4, M, T, Th. 5:45 –7:30 pm 
 
Competition Program  - June 13 –Aug. 17 Practices Daily M-F 
 
Youth Learn to Row – Three Sessions June 27 – July 9, July 
11 –July 23, July 25-Aug. 6 – Details are on the web. 
 
 
Please refer to the Web Site  www.pittsfordcrew.org  for  
the most current information 
 


